








12/30/2011
Dear _________________________,

I am writing to you because your name was given to me as a possible judge for our upcoming Zion Lutheran School Science Fair.   This year, for the first time, our Science Fair will have judges, independent of our classroom teachers, to determine the quality and validity of the students' experiments.  The experiments will be on display in our school gym on display boards, and will have the students' written reports attached.  Teachers will be grading the projects separately, and will have different criteria for grading than you will have for judging.  

Anyone is welcome to be a judge, but we are particularly hoping for judges who have some background in a scientific field, and who, in order reduce the possibility of bias, do not personally know our middle school students.
Judges are responsible for completing the attached Judging Rubric for each student in one of our Middle School classes (between 14 and 17 students).   The rubric provides a simple, standardized scoring method for judging the students' work.  The main aspects that you will be judging are the quality of the visuals on the display board, and the degree to which each student followed the Scientific Method.   Depending on how carefully you choose to investigate the projects, it should take between two and eight minutes to judge each project, so your total time commitment will be between half an hour and two hours.  
The projects that you score the highest will receive prizes, and the student in each grade who completed the highest scoring project will have the opportunity to go the Washington State Science & Engineering Fair in Bremerton.  
Our school science fair is being held on January 19th (Thursday), and the judging is to take place between 10am and 7pm on that day. 

We would greatly appreciate your help in judging our projects.  Please let me know if you will be able to participate.

Thank you for your support,
Peter Martin

Zion Lutheran School

425-334-5064
peter@pdmz.com
